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SUBJECT: DETENTION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT TO EMBASSIES SANTIAGO AND BUENOS 
AIRES DECEMBER 7, 1974, MAY BE OF INTEREST TO POST IN 
DRAT. TNG WITH VANDERVOORT AND FUTURE DETENTION CASES. 

QUOTE. 1 . IN ORDER TO PREVENT POSSIBLE MISUNDERSTANDING OR 
MISINTERPRETATION OF DEPARTMENT'S EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS DETAINED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES, EMBASSY IS 
REQUESTED TO INSTITUTE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES IN SUCH FUTURE 
CASES. 

QUOTE. A) FORMAL PROTEST BY NOTE SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AS 
MATTER OF COURSE WHENEVER OBVIOUS VIOLATIONS OF VIENNA 
CONVENTION ARE KNOWN TO HAVE OCCURRED, SPECIFICALLY FAILURE 
TO PROVIDE CONSULAR ACCESS OR FAILURE TO PROMPTLY INFORM 
EMBASSY OF AMCIT DETENTION. 

QUOTE. B) EMBASSY SHOULD OBTAIN FROM ALL AMCITS DETAINED BY 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES AS FULL AND COMPLETE AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR 
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ATTENTION ADDRESSED TO QUESTION OF PHYSICAL OR OTHER TYPES 

OF MISTREATMENT, ABUSE, OR INTIMIDATION. AMCITS WHO HAVE 
BEEN DETAINED SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO PROVIDE SUCH INFORMA- 
TION IN ORDER TO PERMIT EMBASSY TO PROMPTLY REPORT AVAIL- 
ABLE FACTS TO DEPARTMENT AND THUS ASCERTAIN WHETHER CIRCUM- 
STANCES WARRANT FORMAL PROTEST OR OTHER ACTION. SHOULD 
AMCIT CHOOSE TO DO SO, STATEMENT CAN BE SUBMITTED IN FORM 
OF AFFIDAVIT. 

QUOTE. C) REFERENCED STATEMENT AND ALL PERTINENT FACTS 
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO DEPARTMENT AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE. 

QUOTE. D) UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD THE EMBASSY OR 
ANY EMBASSY OFFICER ACCEPT CUSTODY OF A DETAINED AMCIT AS 
A CONDITION OF RELEASE. HOWEVER, IN INSTANCES WHERE AN 
AMCIT HAS BEEN RELEASED AND PLANS IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE FROM 
THE COUNTRY HE SHOULD BE PHYSICALLY ASSISTED IN HIS 
DEPARTURE ARRANGEMENTS INCLUDING, WHERE APPROPRIATE, 
LODGING WITH AN AMERICAN FAMILY. UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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